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Arkansas



Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice America
www.ProChoiceAmerica.org
[bookmark: _GoBack]@NARAL

Government Stats
· Arkansas' Democratic Governor Mike Beebe is mixed-choice, while the state House and Senate are both anti-choice.
· Arkansas ranks as 37th in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has an F grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 97 percent of Arkansas counties have no abortion provider.

Recent Legislation:
· 2013 – Arkansas has a previability abortion ban that outlaws abortion after 12 weeks (based on a woman's last menstrual period), without adequate exception to protect women's health, and requires any person authorized to provide abortion services to perform an abdominal ultrasound to determine if the fetus has a detectable heartbeat. If the heartbeat is detected and the pregnancy is 12 weeks or later, the abortion is prohibited. Physicians found in violation of the law by the Arkansas Medical Board may have their medical license revoked. The law has been temporarily blocked by a federal court. (28 May 2013) Arkansas also has a previability abortion ban that outlaws abortion after 20 weeks, without an adequate exception to protect women's health or for cases of fetal anomaly.

State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· Arkansas law requires health-insurance plans that cover prescription medication to provide equitable coverage for contraception.
· Arkansas law requires that sexual-assault survivors receive information about emergency contraception in hospital emergency rooms.
· Arkansas allows the state to cover family-planning services for all low-income women of childbearing age.
· Anti-Choice Laws
· Arkansas outlaws a safe second-trimester abortion procedure with no exception to protect a woman's health. 
· A woman may not obtain an abortion until after receiving biased counseling and a state-mandated lecture that must be given prior to and in no event on the same day as the abortion.
· For abortion services provided after the fetus has reached a gestational age of 20 weeks, the physician must tell the woman that anesthesia is available to alleviate possible fetal pain.
· No state funds appropriated to the Department of Health or Department of Education shall be used for abortion referrals or abortion services in public schools.
· Arkansas has a "Choose Life" license-plate program and refers women to Crisis Pregnancy Centers.
· Health-insurance policies offered in the new state exchange may not include abortion coverage, with exceptions only to save a woman's life, or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. Certain state employee insurance plans prohibit coverage of abortion, with an exception only to save a woman's life.
· Arkansas allows certain individuals or entities to refuse to provide abortion services, contraceptive procedures, supplies or information. This includes allowing certain religious employers and insurers to require that their plans exclude coverage for contraception.
· Arkansas prohibits public funding for abortion for women eligible for state medical assistance for general health care unless the provider obtains prior authorization and the procedure is necessary to preserve the woman's life, or the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest.
· Women under the age of 18 may not obtain an abortion until the physician obtains the written and notarized consent of one of her parents.
· Arkansas participates in the targeted regulation of abortion providers by placing restrictions on where abortion services may be provided and prohibiting certain qualified healthcare professionals from providing abortion services.
· Arkansas' post-viability restriction states that no abortion may be provided after viability unless necessary to preserve the woman's life or health or if a minor's pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. A fetus shall be presumed not to be viable prior to the end of the 25th week of pregnancy.
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