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Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland
www.ProChoiceMD.org
@ProChoiceMD

[bookmark: _GoBack]Government Stats
· Maryland's government is decidedly pro-choice: Democratic Governor Martin O'Malley and the state Senate are pro-choice, while the House of Delegates is mixed-choice.
· Maryland ranks as 5th in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has an A grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 63 percent of Maryland counties have no abortion provider.
· In 1991, the legislature passed a pro-choice law asserting that the state could not interfere with a woman's right to decide whether or not to continue her pregnancy within the boundaries established in Roe v. Wade.
State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· Maryland law requires health-insurance plans that cover prescription medication to provide equitable coverage for contraception.
· Maryland provides Medicaid coverage of emergency contraception without a prescription.
· Freedom of Choice Act - This law ensures women's access to pre-viability abortion services and would remain in effect even if Roe v. Wade were overturned.
· Maryland allows women eligible for state medical assistance for general health care to obtain public funds for abortion services in certain cases.
· Maryland provides increased access to reproductive-health-care services by allowing the state to cover family-planning services for low-income women under 51 years of age.
· A person who physically detains an individual or obstructs, impedes, or hinders an individual's passage, with the intent to prevent the individual from entering or exiting a medical facility, is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be fined up to $1000, imprisoned for up to 90 days, or both.
·  Anti-Choice Laws
· Maryland allows certain individuals or entities to refuse to provide abortion services and to perform or participate in artificial insemination procedures or sterilizing procedures. Religious employers for whom contraceptive coverage conflicts with their bona fide religious beliefs and practices may require that their plans exclude coverage for contraception.
· A young woman under the age of 18 may not obtain an abortion unless the attending physician gives notice to a parent.
· Maryland participates in the targeted regulation of abortion providers by allowing only a physician licensed by the state to practice medicine in the state may provide abortion services and by imposing a reasonable set of health and safety standards singularly to abortion providers.
· Other Relevant Laws
· Maryland's post-viability abortion restriction provides that abortion may be prohibited after viability unless necessary to preserve the woman's life or health or unless the fetus is affected by a genetic defect or serious deformity or abnormality.
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