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Kansas




Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice America
www.ProChoiceAmerica.org
@NARAL

Government Stats
· Kansas’ government is decidedly anti-choice: Republican Governor Sam Brownback as well as both the state House and Senate are all anti-choice, with anti-choice laws far outnumbering pro-choice legislation.
· Kansas ranks as 46th in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has an F grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 97 percent of Kansas counties have no abortion provider.

Recent Legislation
· [bookmark: _GoBack]2013 - Kansas narrowed the previability abortion health exception in all state abortion restrictions to include "physical functions" only, explicitly excluding mental or emotional functions.

State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· A person who enters or remains on property in a manner that interferes with access to or from any health-care facility by a person without authorization and in defiance of an order not to enter or to leave is guilty of criminal trespass.

· Anti-Choice Laws
· Kansas directs all state government agencies to interpret and construe every law as recognizing that life begins at fertilization and that life carries with it all the rights and privileges of legal personhood.
· Kansas' law makes previability abortion after 22 weeks a misdemeanor or a felony, unless necessary to save a woman's life or to avert serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function. Kansas outlaws certain safe second-trimester abortion procedures with no exception to protect a woman's health.
· A woman may not obtain an abortion until 24 hours after receiving biased counseling.
· The Kansas Department of Health and Environment may not enter into contracts under its pregnancy maintenance initiative program with organizations that provide or refer for abortion services.
· Kansas funds Crisis Pregnancy Centers directly and refers women to CPCs.
· Health-insurance plans, including plans offered in the new state exchange and state employee insurance plans, may not include abortion coverage, with an exception only to save a woman's life.
· No public funds may be expended on abortion, either by a state agency or a state employee acting within the scope of employment.
· A woman may not obtain abortion care at any medical facility, hospital, or clinic owned, leased, or operated by the University of Kansas Hospital Authority unless the procedure is necessary to preserve the woman's life or prevent a serious risk of substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function.
· Kansas allows individuals, health-care professionals, hospitals and health-care organizations to refuse to provide, pay for, or refer for abortion services and sterilization services. Individuals, medical-care facilities, medical-care facility administrators, or governing boards of medical-care facilities may refuse to provide birth control. Pharmacists may refuse to fill or refill prescriptions. 
· Kansas prohibits public funding for abortion for women eligible for state medical assistance for general health care unless the procedure is necessary to preserve the life of a woman or the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest.
· An unmarried woman under age of 18 may not obtain an abortion until actual notice has been given by the attending physician to one parent.
· Kansas participates in the targeted regulation of abortion providers and has an unenforceable regulatory scheme, which imposes extra restrictions on abortion providers, and prohibits certain qualified health-care professionals from providing abortion services.

· Other Relevant Laws
· Kansas' post-viability abortion restriction states that no abortion may be provided after viability unless the attending physician and another financially and legally independent physician determine that an abortion is necessary to preserve the woman's life or continuation of the pregnancy would cause a "substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function" of the woman and bans the provision of certain post-viability procedures.
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