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Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice America
www.ProChoiceAmerica.org
@NARAL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Government Stats:
· Illinois’ Democratic Governor Pat Quinn as well as the state Senate are pro-choice, while the state House is mixed-choice.
· Illinois ranks as 17th in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has a B- grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 92 percent of Illinois counties have no abortion provider.
· Illinois' constitution provides greater protection for a woman's right to choose than the U.S. Constitution.
Recent Legislation
· Effective January 1, 2014 – Abstinence-only education is now banned in schools, and school districts providing sex ed will need to provide info on STDs and pregnancy prevention.
· September 2012 - Pharmacies are required to dispense birth control. Upon receipt of a valid prescription for lawfully prescribed medication, or upon request for nonprescription medication approved by the FDA for behind-the-counter distribution by pharmacies, a pharmacy was required to dispense the medication or a suitable alternative in a timely manner.

State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· Illinois law requires health-insurance plans that cover prescription medication to provide equitable coverage for contraception.
· Illinois law ensures that sexual-assault survivors receive information about emergency contraception in hospital emergency rooms and provides Medicaid coverage of emergency contraception without a prescription.
· Illinois allows women eligible for state medical assistance for general health care to obtain public funds for abortion.
· Illinois provides increased access to reproductive-health-care services by allowing the state to cover family-planning services for low-income women ages 19 to 44 who would otherwise lose eligibility for Medicaid and who are not otherwise eligible for state and federal health-care programs and meet citizenship and residency requirements.
· The court held that a law prohibiting state medical assistance for an abortion when necessary to protect a woman's health is unconstitutional under the state constitution when state funding is available for abortion care when necessary to preserve her life.

· Anti-Choice Laws
· Illinois has an unconstitutional and unenforceable ban that outlaws abortion procedures as early as 12 weeks.
· Illinois prohibits certain state employees and organizations receiving state funds from counseling or referring women for abortion services.
· Group health-insurance and HMO plans paid for with state funds may not include abortion coverage, with an exception only to save a woman's life.
· Illinois has created additional threats to privacy and choice by adding anti-choice language to its state code to express its opposition to abortion and its intent to restrict the right to choose to the greatest extent possible by stating that an “unborn child is a human being from the time of conception and is, therefore, a legal person for purposes of the unborn child's right to life and is entitled to the right to life from conception under the laws and Constitution of this State”.
· Illinois allows physicians, health-care facilities, and their employees who object in writing on grounds of conscience to refuse to participate in abortion care and allows health-care providers and institutions to refuse to comply with individual health-care instructions or decisions based on conscience.
· An unmarried woman younger than 18 may not obtain an abortion until at least 48 hours actual notice has been given in person or by telephone to a parent, grandparent, or step-parent living in the household.
· Illinois participates in the targeted regulation of abortion providers by placing medically unnecessary restrictions on where abortion services may be provided and prohibiting certain qualified health-care professionals from providing abortion services.

· Other Relevant Laws
· Illinois' post-viability restriction states that no abortion may be provided after viability unless necessary to preserve the woman's life or health. The physician must use the available method most likely to preserve the life and health of the fetus, and a second physician must attend.
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