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Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice Virginia
www.NARALVA.com
@NARALVirginia

[bookmark: _GoBack]Government Stats
· Virginia's Republican Governor Bob McDonnell as well as the state House and Senate are all pro-choice. 
· Virginia ranks as 40th in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has an F grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 85 percent of Virginia counties have no abortion provider.

State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· Virginia provides increased access to reproductive-health-care services through a State Plan Amendment that creates a limited-eligibility group, allowing individuals who do not otherwise qualify for the Medicaid program to obtain family-planning services.  
· Anti-Choice Laws
· Virginia enacted a law that bans a safe, medically appropriate abortion procedure. 
· A woman may not obtain an abortion until at least 24 hours after receiving biased counseling. 
· No family-planning funds provided to women under the state's Medicaid plan may be used to cover the cost of abortion services or counseling, or to make direct referrals for abortion.
· Virginia has "Choose Life" license plates and refers women to Crisis Pregnancy Centers. 
· Health-insurance policies offered in the new state exchange established under health-care reform may not include abortion coverage, with exceptions only to save a woman's life, or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest.  Plans in the exchange may not offer optional riders for abortion coverage. 
· Benefits provided to state employees through the Commonwealth of Virginia Health Benefits Plan may not include abortion coverage, with exceptions only to save a woman's life, if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest that has been reported to a law-enforcement or public-health agency or if a physician certifies that the fetus is believed to have an incapacitating physical deformity or mental deficiency.
· Virginia prohibits public funding for abortion for women eligible for state medical assistance for general health care unless the procedure is necessary to preserve the woman's life, the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest that has been reported to a law-enforcement or public-health agency, or a physician certifies that the fetus will be born with a gross and totally incapacitating physical deformity or mental deficiency.
· A young woman under the age of 18 may not obtain an abortion until at least 24 hours actual notice has been given in person or by telephone by the attending physician to an authorized person and the physician has obtained notarized written consent from such authorized person.  
· Virginia allows certain individuals or entities to refuse to provide abortion services and family-planning information and referrals. 
· Virginia participates in the targeted regulation of abortion providers by placing medically unnecessary restrictions on where abortion services may be provided, including extensive physical-plant requirements that are more far-reaching than those in any other state, and prohibiting certain qualified health-care professionals from providing abortion services.
· Other Relevant Laws
· Virginia's post-viability abortion restriction states that no abortion may be provided after the second trimester unless the attending physician and two other physicians certify in writing that continuation of the pregnancy is likely to result in the woman's death or "substantially and irremediably impair" the woman's physical or mental health.
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