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Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice America
www.ProChoiceAmerica.org
@NARAL

Government Stats
· Louisiana’s government is decidedly anti-choice: Republican Governor Bobby Jindal as well as both the state House and Senate are all anti-choice, with anti-choice laws far outnumbering pro-choice legislation.
· Louisiana ranks as 50th in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has an F grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 92 percent of Louisiana counties have no abortion provider.
State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· Low-income women ages 19 to 44, who are not otherwise eligible for federal or state health-care programs, can receive all services currently identified in the Medicaid program as family-planning services for women.

· Anti-Choice Laws
· Near-total abortion bans, with an unconstitutional and unenforceable pre-Roe abortion ban. Louisiana outlaws a safe second-trimester abortion procedure with no exception to protect a woman's health.
· Louisiana has a "Choose Life" license-plate program and refers women to Crisis Pregnancy Centers. 
· Louisiana has a 24-hour mandatory delay before women can access abortion services as well as state-mandated biased counseling and materials, including enlarged color photographs of fetuses. 
· People employed by the state of Louisiana or employed by a social-service agency that receives government assistance cannot recommend abortion unless it is a physician acting to preserve a woman's life.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Health-insurance policies offered in the new state exchange may not include abortion coverage, with no exception. However, insurance plans for public employees may cover abortion services.
· In 2006, Louisiana enacted a near-total ban on abortion, to become effective if the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade, or if a constitutional amendment is adopted that allows states to ban abortion.  The ban prohibits any person from administering to any woman or prescribing or procuring for any woman any medicine, drug, or substance with intent to procure an abortion, unless necessary to preserve the woman's life.
· Louisiana places restrictions on locations where abortions are provided, including facility dimensions and a uniquely imposed licensure scheme not required of other medical providers.
· No public funds may be used to provide facilities for abortion care, except in cases where the procedure is necessary to preserve the woman's life or the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. The law also provides that if the federal requirement that the state fund abortion under Medicaid in cases of rape and incest no longer applies, no public funds may be used for abortion services except in cases of life endangerment.
· Louisiana has an unconstitutional and unenforceable statute that imposes greater medical-malpractice liability on abortion providers in which an abortion provider could be sued for providing any abortion procedure, regardless of whether the physician committed any fault. 
· Louisiana law requires that all physicians that provide abortion care be licensed in the state and be board certified or eligible in obstetrics and gynecology. 
· A young woman under the age of 18 may not obtain an abortion unless the attending physician secures the notarized written consent of one parent or guardian.
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