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Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice Washington
www.ProChoiceWashington.com
[bookmark: _GoBack]@ProChoiceWA
Government Stats:
· Washington's Democratic Governor Jay Inslee and the state House are both pro-choice while the state Senate is mixed-choice. 
· Washington ranks as 2nd in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has an A+ grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 56 percent of Washington counties have no abortion provider.
Recent Legislation
· 2007 – The Washington state legislature passed the Healthy Youth Act.  Under the act, all schools that teach sex education must provide medically accurate, age-appropriate and culturally appropriate information, and focus on both abstinence and contraception in their sex-education curricula. 

State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· Washington law requires health-insurance plans that cover prescription medication to provide equitable coverage for contraception.
· Washington explicitly allows pharmacists to provide emergency contraception (EC) directly to women without a prescription and ensures that sexual-assault survivors receive access to EC in hospital emergency rooms. Washington also provides Medicaid coverage of EC without a prescription.
· Freedom of Choice Act - Washington has created additional protections for reproductive rights by adding an affirmative right to choose into its state law.
· Washington law requires pharmacies to dispense women's birth control.
· Washington allows women eligible for state medical assistance for maternity-care benefits to obtain public funds for abortion services. 
· Washington provides increased access to reproductive-health-care services through a Section 1115 family-planning waiver that allows the state to cover family-planning services for all low-income men and women of childbearing age who are not otherwise eligible for state and federal health-care programs.
· Washington law protects women seeking reproductive-health care and medical personnel from blockades and violence. 
· Anti-Choice Laws
· Washington allows certain individuals or entities to refuse to provide abortion services and allows certain individuals or entities to refuse to comply with an individual health-care instruction or decision based on conscience. 
· Washington prohibits certain qualified health-care professionals from providing abortion services.
· Other Relevant Laws
· No abortion may be provided after viability unless necessary to protect the woman's life or health.
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