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Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice America
www.ProChoiceAmerica.org
@NARAL
Government Stats
· Mississippi’s government is decidedly anti-choice: Republican Governor Phil Bryant as well as both the state House and Senate are all anti-choice.
· Mississippi ranks as 48th in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has an F grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 99 percent of Mississippi counties have no abortion provider.
Recent Legislation
· In 2013, Mississippi voters struck down Initiative 26, a personhood measure banning abortion with no exceptions for rape, incest or the pregnant woman’s life. It could also have outlawed some common forms of birth control and access to fertility treatments like in-vitro fertilization.
· In 2007, Mississippi enacted a near-total ban on abortion, to become effective if the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade.

State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· Mississippi provides increased access to reproductive-health-care services by allowing the state to cover family-planning services for low-income women of childbearing age.
· Anti-Choice Laws
· Mississippi has an unconstitutional and unenforceable ban that outlaws abortion procedures as early as 12 weeks.
· A woman may not obtain an abortion until at least 24 hours after receiving biased counseling as well as a state-mandated lecture.
· Mississippi prohibits certain state employees and organizations receiving state funds from counseling or referring women for abortion services.
· Mississippi refers women to Crisis Pregnancy Centers.
· Health-insurance policies offered in the new state exchange established under health-care reform may not include abortion coverage, with exceptions only to save a woman's life or if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. 
· No public funds may be used to provide facilities for abortion care, or to pay for abortion coverage for state employees or women eligible for state medical assistance, except in cases when the procedure is necessary to preserve the woman's life, the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest, or there is a fetal anomaly incompatible with live birth.
· Mississippi allows certain individuals or entities to refuse to comply with individual health-care instructions or decisions based on conscience.
· A young woman under the age of 18 may not obtain an abortion unless the attending physician secures the written consent of both parents.
· Mississippi participates in the targeted regulation of abortion providers by placing medically unnecessary restrictions on where abortions may be provided as well as prohibiting certain qualified health-care professionals from providing abortion services.
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