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Who to contact to become active in the state?
NARAL Pro-Choice Massachusetts
www.ProChoiceMass.org
@ProChoiceMass

Government Stats
· Massachusetts' government is decidedly pro-choice: Democratic Governor Deval Patrick as well as both the state House and Senate are pro-choice.
· Massachusetts ranks as 16th in the nation in regards to women’s reproductive rights and has a B- grade according to NARAL’s state grading system.
· 29 percent of Massachusetts counties have no abortion provider.

Recent Legislation
· In November 2007, Massachusetts enacted a law that provides a thirty-five foot "buffer zone" around reproductive health care facilities. This is the largest buffer zone ever passed by state legislation, and helps ensure that women seeking reproductive health care services will not be intimidated or harassed by anti-choice protestors.

State Abortion Laws
· Pro-Choice Laws
· Massachusetts law requires health-insurance plans that cover prescription medication to provide equitable coverage for contraception.
· Massachusetts explicitly allows pharmacists to provide emergency contraception directly to women without a prescription and ensures that sexual-assault survivors receive access to emergency contraception in hospital emergency rooms. 
· Massachusetts allows women eligible for state medical assistance for general health care to obtain public funds to pay for medically necessary abortion services, or for abortion care if the woman is a victim of rape or incest reported to a law-enforcement agency or public-health authority within 60 days of the incident.
· Massachusetts law protects women seeking reproductive-health care and medical personnel from blockades and violence.
· The Massachusetts Declaration of Rights protects the right to choose as a fundamental right and to a greater extent than the U.S. Constitution.

·  Anti-Choice Laws
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Massachusetts has not repealed its pre-Roe abortion ban, which is unconstitutional and unenforceable.
· Massachusetts has a partially unconstitutional and unenforceable law that provides that a woman may not obtain an abortion until at least 24 hours after she signs a consent form.
· An unmarried woman under the age of 18 may not obtain an abortion unless the attending physician secures the written consent of a parent.
· Health-insurance policies purchased by the state for its employees may not include coverage for certain post-viability abortion procedures, with exceptions only to save a woman's life or if continuation of the pregnancy will impose a "substantial risk of grave impairment" on the woman's physical or mental health.
· Massachusetts allows certain individuals or entities to refuse to provide abortion and family-planning services as well as to refuse to perform or participate in sterilization procedures. Under Massachusetts law, a church or qualified church-controlled organization is not required to provide equitable insurance coverage for contraception.
· Massachusetts participates in the targeted regulation of abortion providers by having an unconstitutional and unenforceable requirement that all non-emergency abortion procedures during or after the 13th week of pregnancy must be provided "in a hospital duly authorized to provide facilities for general surgery," and by prohibiting certain qualified health-care professionals from providing abortion services.
·  Other Relevant Laws
· Massachusetts' post-viability abortion restriction states that, after 24 weeks, no abortion may be provided unless necessary to preserve the woman's life or to prevent a "substantial risk of grave impairment of her physical or mental health." The physician must take all reasonable steps, consistent with the procedure used and good medical practice, to preserve the life and health of the fetus.
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